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OUR MISSION: 

To enhance the well-being of American  

Indians and Alaskan Natives, and other  

underserved members of the community 

through health care, social services, cultural 

awareness and education. 

NUI has a competitive SLIDING FEE SCALE PROGRAM!  

VISIT US TODAY IN RENO 

AND CARSON CITY! 
9480 Gateway Drive Suite 100 

Reno, NV 89521 

DID YOU KNOW… 

We proudly serve BOTH Native  

Americans and non-Native  

Individuals. 

No Insurance? No Problem!

Call us today to find out how we can help you! 

Reno Office: 775-788-7600 Carson City Office: 775-350-7701 

236 East Winnie Lane 

Carson City, NV  89706 





EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 

NUI would like to welcome Ashley Cridland, Samantha Heddinger, Tania 
Torres, and Valerie Ignatenko.  

Hello! My name is Ashley, and I am the Certified Medical Biller & 
Coder Specialist at NUI. In working at NUI, I hope to bring my 
sense of humor, dedication, and work ethic.  I was born and raised 
in Las Vegas but have called Reno my home for just over 4 years 
now. I attended Carrington College where I obtained my            
certification in   Medical Billing & Coding. In my free time, I love to 
read when I can find time, but mostly spend time with my kids 
aged 13 and 6. We enjoy playing in the snow, going hiking or 
watching a movie, whatever kind of fun stuff we can get into! We 
have 2 cats, Trigger and Ambush, and trust me their names fit 
them perfectly.  

Hello! My name is Samantha Heddinger. I am the Mental Health 
Counselor at our Reno office. I was born and raised in Missouri. I 
have also lived in Alaska, and I miss it greatly! I relocated to Reno in 
2022, and I enjoy driving through the mountains. I have 2 dogs, who 
both have very silly personalities. My hobbies include baking and 
crocheting in my free time. 

Samantha Heddinger 

Tania Torres 

Hi my name is Tania Torres. I am a   
Certified Medical Assistant here at     
Nevada Urban Indians, Inc. I have been 
in the medical field since 1998. I’ve 
called Reno my home since 2000. I am a 
mother of five amazing children ages 
range from 25 to 8 years old. I like to 
have family time with my kids, my 
grandson, and my 2 Chihuahuas,    
Chocolate and Snowball. We enjoy   
family road trips in the summer to my 
home town in sunny California.  

Valerie Ignatenko 

I am a Caucasian, cisgender female with my 
heritage originating in Russia. I  currently live 
on Washoe Land. I have been a licensed    
psychologist in Nevada since 2018 after    
moving here, but I have been working in the 
mental health field since 2002.  I work with 
children, families, adults, and can provide 
therapy services as well as assessment an d 
evaluation. I have worked with Indigenous 
communities since 2018, and I am strongly 
connected to the Washoe tribe.  I have a 
strong interest in traditional and alternative 
medicines as they apply to psychology.      
Personally, I enjoy biking, animals,         
swimming, and music.  













NUI Partners 

with Black 

Wall Street and 

Wake Up  

Nevada to 

place a  

Narcan Box in 

the Ponderosa 

Hotel in Reno! 

Pictured to left:  

Steve Hedrick, Native Connections 

Assistant at Nevada Urban Indians, 

Inc.; Donald Griffin from Black 

Wall Street; Troy Papp, Substance 

Abuse Counselor at Nevada Urban 

Indians, Inc.; Romar Toliver 

Pictured Above:  

Troy Papp, Substance Abuse    

Counselor at Nevada Urban         

Indians, Inc.;  Head  Cashier at 

Ponderosa Hotel; Steve Hedrick, 

Native Connections Assistant at   

Nevada Urban Indians, Inc.  






















